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By Ron Green 

 

I  
t sure has been a busy summer with all the great swim-ins, 

which, unfortunately, are winding down. As usual, Celina 

was fun with 33 Amphis (no Fjord Green ones, unfortu-

nately) in attendance and a World War II DUKW that tagged 

along for the weekend. It has been extremely busy of late with Amphicar media requests. I thank everyone who has 

stepped up and answered the call for the many shoots and interviews. 

 At the Celina board of directors meeting, I was nominated by the club officers to serve as IAOC president for a 

two-year term (2009-2010); I accepted. The board will have Dave Chapman, Ed Price, Gloria Tiller, John Lambert, 

and Mike Bayman each serving another two-year term. The terms of John Capone and Keith Mathiowetz will con-

tinue on until the end of 2009. I thank the board for entrusting me to this position. Having such a great group of club 

officers will definitely make my job a lot easier. I will be serving only one term as president before slipping into the 

aquatic abyss. 

 The IAOC swims-in donations have been a huge success; however, a few changes are currently being dis-

cussed among board members for 2009. After swim-in completion, the host will present receipts to the treasurer to 

help determine the size of the donation. Typically, the donations have been in the $150-$250 range, depending on the 

number of cars and members attending. A check will then be forwarded once the newsletter article is in hand. This 

will help ensure that our members who are unable to attend will be able to read about the swim-in. 

 Recruitment letters have been sent to our old (ancient) list of members who havenôt renewed their membership 

in many years. Our goal is to bring the total club membership to 400 or more. 

 Finally, I (we, actually) thank everyone for all the positive comments weôve received regarding the direction 

and the speed that the club is taking. It has taken a lot of hours and effort, and your board has done an excellent job 

meeting the many tasks that have recently been completed. Please feel free to forward any thoughts, comments, or 

ideas for the good of the cause, as they are always welcome. 

Presidentôs Message 

 

: 

  
  

Current Membership: 380 
 

2008 Membership Dues :  

$30 U.S.A. currency for all countries 
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Amphi Antics in Canada  

Story by Joanne Souter; photography by 

IAOC members 

  

O 
rilliaôs June 20-22 swim-in was, like 

many others, not just a one-day 

event. A few arrived on Tuesday 

and set up camp on our property. Most long-

distance travelers were here by Thursday, 

and Fridayôs plans were set for 12 Am-

phicars and their owners. 

 The participants travelled up the 

highway about 20 miles to Gravenhurst; a 

trip around Lake Muskoka was planned by 

Larry and Cathy Sommers, but as the cars 

got out into the water, a light 

drizzle started, so we just 

cruised the waterfront and 

had a swim past the R.M.S. 

Segwun, a large steamship 

built in the mid 1800s and 

still operating today. After 

lunch, a tour was arranged 

with Cathy Sommers (in pe-

riod costume) of the Mus-

koka Boat and Heritage 

Center, where there was a 

special display of the Dis-

pros, a canoe-like boat with 

a single-cylinder motor in 

the center and a propeller 

and shaft that can be raised 

in shallow water, hence the 

name Disappearing Propeller 

Boat. 

 Later, the sun came 

out, and we took another 

swim in Gull Lake at the 

other end of Gravenhurst. 

Afterwards, there was a high 

Orillia host Gord Souter enjoys some Amphi action.  

The group photo. Look at all those Amphis and happy campers!  
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speed race back to Orillia 

for dinner, and then it was 

on to the Friday-night cruise 

with the local car club. A 

few went for an evening 

swim in Bass Lake. 

 On Saturday, after a 

mad dash to fix a couple of 

minor problems on a few 

Amphis and greetings to the 

late arrivals, a group photo 

was taken. There were 18 

cars for the photo, although 

not all owners were present. 

Twelve cars travelled off 

with the Old Autos TV 

crew and a reporter from the 

Toronto Star newspaper to a 

private ramp at Wasdell Falls, 

then down river a few miles ex-

iting just past Lock 42 in the 

Trent Canal. Tommy and Lynne 

from Tampa had never see the 

locks, so we took them up close 

for a photo shot. Maybe next 

year weôll plan a trip in them 

again. 

 It was back to Orillia to 

the port for a meet with the mi-

cro-car group, but the rain came 

again, so we all headed back up 

to Jeff Collinsô and Barb Arm-

strongôs place. We had a great 

barbeque dinner, despite the 

rain, and Valerie Green and I did our best out in the downpour! We also celebrated Dustin Fenemoreôs 13th birthday 

with a cake. The rain con-

tinued all night, so our trip 

on the Green River was put 

off, although four cars did 

venture into the high, fast 

moving river in front of 

Jeffôs place. Only John 

Lambert had trouble exit-

ing by hitting the dock. 

Sunday morning, the few 

who were still around went 

for a swim on the Green 

River, and then it was 

homeward bound. 

 Thanks to all who 

came; it was a blast, as al-

ways! 

Cruising around the R.M.S. Segwun . 

Although there were clouds and some rain, the weather didnõt 

keep Amphicar owners from enjoying the water around Orillia.  

Top -down boating between the rain drops.  


